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BY SHARON FEINSTEIN nearly five years living at the Antrobus Arms 
in Northwich, Cheshire, where he would 
run around the bar area and was adored 
by customers.

John said: “I fell madly in love with 
Anne, she got me. I was a dad to Harry for 
six years and brought him up in his 
important years. 

“I bonded with him straight away – and 
Gemma as well. I loved the kids.

“Harry loved living in a pub and he was 
the centre of attention. 

“He was really lively and would run 
around the pub, with all the customers 
fussing over him. He used to sit beside me 

all day, sit at the bar and chat. He is a down 
to earth kid and always has been. I didn’t 
really need to tell him off much, he was just 
a real delight. Brilliant at school too, superb.

“His only fault was that he was dead 
untidy. But I’d tell him: ‘Clean up Harry!’ 
and he’d do it. 

“He was always very polite. He never once 
said: ‘Look, you’re not my dad’.”

POSTERS
One of John’s most precious  memories 

is of singing with Harry at The Elms pub 
in Pickmere, Cheshire.

He said: “I was getting up to sing and he 
wanted to get up with me, which he did, 
and that was it. 

“We sang New York, New York by Sinatra. 
That was the first time he sang in front of 
people, it was Harry Styles’ first ever perfor-
mance. He sounded very similar to now – 
he had a deep voice even as a young lad.”

Devoted John told how Harry was a 
huge football fan, with posters of 
Manchester United players lining his 

FRANK Sinatra’s New York, New York 
belted out across the pub lounge on 
karaoke night... and a star was born.

Standing alongside John Cox was stepson 
Harry Styles, then just nine and giving 
his first singing performance.

The memory triggers proud and 
painful memories for John, who was 
to split up from Harry’s mum and 
says he has had no contact with the 
One Direction star in 10 long years.

John, 55, was a second father to the 
pop heartthrob for six years during his 
relationship with Anne Twist, mum to 
Harry and his sister Gemma.

Now former pub landlord John talks 
of his burning wish to see 22-year-old 
Harry again and even share a pint.

He said: “Losing Harry was the 
worst thing in my life, having 
my little family broken 
up. It took me eight 
years to get over it. 
It  devastated me. 

EXCLUSIVE: 1D STAR’S STEPDAD  

Harry’s first 
show was pub 
karaoke with 
me... I’d love him 
to say hello, let’s 
go for a drink

ONE DIREC-SON   
John Cox longs to 
see stepson Harry

Losing Harry was worst thing 
in my life, it devastated me. I 
thought the world of him 
JOHN COX    STAR’S STEPDAD ON THE BREAK-UP OF ‘MY FAMILY’

I got really attached to him. I just thought 
the world of him.”

In an exclusive interview, John reveals 
his pride at the singer’s career and gives a 

fascinating insight into his 
childhood.

Harry was just 
seven when John 
fell in love with 
Anne. They wed 
in 2003, two years 
after after she and 
Harry’s dad, Des 
Styles, divorced.

Harr y spent 

Transgender 
ban gets US 
forces’ boot
A BAN on openly trans-
gender personnel serving in 
the US military is to be lifted.

The move by the Pentagon 
– welcomed by campaigners 
– comes after Defence 
Secretary Ash Carter called 
the rule outdated.

S e r v i n g  U S  A r m y 
 Secretary Eric Fanning is the 
first openly gay person to be 
the top civilian official in the 
country’s forces.

A similar ban on openly 
gay and lesbian personnel 
was ended 2011.

Estimates by the National 
Centre for Transgender 
Equality say up to 15,000 
transgender people already 
serve in the US military.

Each branch of the 
services will have to bring in 
new policies on recruitment, 
housing and uniforms when 
the ban ends next month.

Specials cop 
sacked over 
blues & twos
A VOLUNTEER policeman 
has been sacked for driving 
with his lights and siren on.

Special Inspector Philip 
Simpson used the equip-
ment “without clearance or 
the correct training”, an 
employment tribunal heard.

Special Constabulary are 
not usually allowed to use a 
police car in response mode.

Mr Simpson, based at 
Wokingham police station, 
Berks, was fired on Tuesday 
after a Thames Valley Police 
hearing heard he flashed the 
blue lights, flicked his head-
lights at traffic and blasted 
the car’s siren last October.

He was warned previously 
for “similar behaviour”.

Standards chief Det Chief 
Insp Tim de Meyer said: 
“Special Insp Simpson acti-
vated this equipment when 
he was not trained to do so.”

TalkTalk face 
test case for 
hack attack
AN ex-TalkTalk customer 
who lost £257 to a conman 
is chasing compensation 
after hackers put millions of 
customers’ details at risk.

Michael Robinson, 32, is 
suing Britain’s fourth biggest 
broadband firm after the 
massive security breach.

Hackers stole 160,000 
customers’ personal details 
– including 15,000 bank sort 
codes and account numbers.

Mr Robinson, of Whit-
burn, near Edinburgh who 
is claiming “substantial” 
compensation said: “We 
have suffered mentally.”

His bank refunded £257 
after a conman called, 
saying he was from TalkTalk.

TalkTalk said: “In all cases, 
including this, scammers 
had minimal, inconsequen-
tial information.”
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bedroom walls. He added: “He was a man’s man 
if you know what I mean, he liked his sport and 
football.  I took him to play football on Sundays. 
He was rubbish, though. That’s why I told him 
to become a singer. 

“Sometimes I told him he played all right and 
other times I’d say ‘You were a bit bad today 
Harry, weren’t you?’ He never got upset, he 
thought the world of me. We just got on great.” 

Movingly, John told of his agony that he and 
his family no longer saw Harry and Gemma.

Contact ended after he and Anne – who has 
a new partner – split in 2006. 

John, who still lives in Northwich, said: “I 
missed Harry like crazy. He saw my mother in 
Tesco’s in Northwich 
about 18 months 
ago and just ran up 
to her and put his 
arms around her.

“He used to stay 
with her – she was his 
gran for a bit. She was 
chuffed as anything 
when he ran up to 

her. She was crying her eyes out. They got very 
close when he was a lad, she just loves him.”

Harry hit the big time after auditioning for 
The X Factor in 2010. He failed to make it 
through as a solo act but joined up with fellow 
hopefuls Louis Tomlinson, Liam Payne, Zayn 
Malik and Niall Horan to form a boyband. The 
rest, as they say, is history. 

The band – currently on a break while the 
lads pursue individual projects – hit the big time 
with debut album Up All Night. They have had 
four UK number one singles and sold 20million 
albums worldwide. Despite being pleased for 
Harry, John, who is now a noise and vibration 

patrol 
engineer, joked that he 
wasn’t a fan of One Direction’s music.

He said: “I’m chuffed for Harry and the 
success he’s had. I didn’t think he’d go as far as 
he did but he was always cocky enough to do 
so. Up until now I think Harry’s just done what 
he’s been told with his music.

“But I’m sure he will prove himself now he 
has gone on his own.”

And John dearly hopes that Harry will come 
back into his life one day.

He added: “Maybe one day Harry 
will have a drink with me. I’d like 

him to come to me and say ‘John, 
how are you?’

“When a child’s in your life 
for that many years the bond 

doesn’t go away. And hope-
fully it hasn’t for him.”

scoops@sundaymirror.
co.uk 

KARAOKE  
HARRYOKE 
 Singer belting 
out the hits on 
stage with 
One Direction
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As boy with 
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UP ALL 
NIGHT  
Harry in 
bed lark
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and mum Anne 

 ON PAIN AT LOSING TOUCH

MUM DIRECTION  
 Harry with his ma 
Anne, John’s ex

Harry never 
said ‘look, 
you’re not my 
dad’... we got 
on great and I 
missed him 
like crazy
JOHN COX   ON HIS BOND 
WITH BOYBAND STAR

WE’LL BE FAMOUS ONE D  Harry, far right, and pals as band started out

35 complain at 
Cliff sex probe
THE child sex investigation into Sir Cliff Richard led 
to 35 complaints to police, we can reveal.

A total of 27 centred on the live BBC TV broadcast 
of the raid on the innocent star’s £3million Berkshire 
home while he was overseas in 2014.

A further eight were angry at the 672-day wait to 
clear the singer, 75.

The complaints were 
sent to the office of the 
South Yorkshire Police and 
Crime Commissioner Alan 
Billings.  

A spokeswoman said: 
“We received 35 pieces of 
correspondence regis-
tering dissatisfaction into 
th e   op erat ion  f rom 
members of the public. It was passed to the force to 
be responded to by them.”

The force said it had responded to the correspond-
ence, but insisted they were not “official” complaints 
as these can only be made by people directly affected.

Sir Cliff has not yet put in a complaint. However, he 
said last week that he may sue South Yorkshire Police 
over the £800,000 probe, which prominent barristers 
believe may have been illegal.

INNOCENT  Cli! Richard

EXCLUSIVE BY JONATHAN CORKE
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bedroom walls. He added: “He was a man’s man 
if you know what I mean, he liked his sport and 
football.  I took him to play football on Sundays. 
He was rubbish, though. That’s why I told him 
to become a singer. 

“Sometimes I told him he played all right and 
other times I’d say ‘You were a bit bad today 
Harry, weren’t you?’ He never got upset, he 
thought the world of me. We just got on great.” 

Movingly, John told of his agony that he and 
his family no longer saw Harry and Gemma.

Contact ended after he and Anne – who has 
a new partner – split in 2006. 

John, who still lives in Northwich, said: “I 
missed Harry like crazy. He saw my mother in 
Tesco’s in Northwich 
about 18 months 
ago and just ran up 
to her and put his 
arms around her.

“He used to stay 
with her – she was his 
gran for a bit. She was 
chuffed as anything 
when he ran up to 

her. She was crying her eyes out. They got very 
close when he was a lad, she just loves him.”

Harry hit the big time after auditioning for 
The X Factor in 2010. He failed to make it 
through as a solo act but joined up with fellow 
hopefuls Louis Tomlinson, Liam Payne, Zayn 
Malik and Niall Horan to form a boyband. The 
rest, as they say, is history. 

The band – currently on a break while the 
lads pursue individual projects – hit the big time 
with debut album Up All Night. They have had 
four UK number one singles and sold 20million 
albums worldwide. Despite being pleased for 
Harry, John, who is now a noise and vibration 

patrol 
engineer, joked that he 
wasn’t a fan of One Direction’s music.

He said: “I’m chuffed for Harry and the 
success he’s had. I didn’t think he’d go as far as 
he did but he was always cocky enough to do 
so. Up until now I think Harry’s just done what 
he’s been told with his music.

“But I’m sure he will prove himself now he 
has gone on his own.”

And John dearly hopes that Harry will come 
back into his life one day.

He added: “Maybe one day Harry 
will have a drink with me. I’d like 

him to come to me and say ‘John, 
how are you?’

“When a child’s in your life 
for that many years the bond 

doesn’t go away. And hope-
fully it hasn’t for him.”

scoops@sundaymirror.
co.uk 
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